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Olympus Europe and Cytosurge partner to enhance pharma drug
development and single cell research
Olympus Europe and Cytosurge have partnered in order to accelerate common
innovation of next-generation tools for single cell experiments and to expand the
distribution of the versatile FluidFM BOT single cell research tool. The ultimate goal of
the new co-marketing partnership is to fight diseases and improve human health by
enhancing drug development research in pharma, revolutionize single cell gene editing
(including for CRISPR-Cas9), and significantly improve the ROI of cell line development,
especially when the cells or compounds are rare and expensive.

Hamburg and Zurich, 9 July 2019 – Olympus, a leading manufacturer of microscopes and
digital imaging systems, and Cytosurge AG, developer of the disruptive and patented FluidFM
technology, today announced their collaboration to significantly expand the awareness and
availability of the FluidFM BOT* – a cutting-edge system for single cell manipulation and live
cell imaging – in Europe, the Middle East and Africa (EMEA).
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By pooling together each other’s world-class competences and by listening to customers’
current and future needs, the partnership will make Cytosurge’s unique FluidFM BOT single
cell manipulation system – with its integrated high-end imaging capabilities from Olympus –
available to many more researchers looking for avant-garde solutions for cell manipulation
experiments such as single cell nano-injection, nano-extraction and cell isolation.

Collaborating also paves the way to accelerate common innovation in the fields of integrated
next-generation single cell manipulation and live cell imaging tools. Olympus’ motorized,
inverted IX83 microscope is already a significant contributor to the FluidFM BOT system. The
new partnership not only serves as a catalyst for common innovation, but also as an
accelerator for both Olympus and Cytosurge to penetrate the life science and pharma markets
more rapidly.
“Olympus has long-standing experience in designing and refining live-cell imaging systems
such as the IXplore SpinSR.” explained Wolfgang Hempell, Head of Marketing Life Sciences
EMEA at Olympus. “The FluidFM BOT nicely complements our portfolio as its single cell
manipulation capabilities allow researchers to go beyond current experimental limitations in
fields such as drug discovery and cell line development. For example, the capability to inject
CRISPR-Cas9 complexes directly into nuclei of single cells, coupled with integrated long-term
imaging solutions, will greatly facilitate the efficacy of this powerful gene editing toolkit.”

Alexander Serre, Vice President of the Cell + Bioscience Business Unit at Cytosurge,
described his view on the partnership with Olympus, “Over the past decade, Cytosurge has
built a valuable foundation in industrializing the FluidFM technology – helping hundreds of
researchers around the world to make sustainable advances in their single cell experiments.
Working with Olympus gives us an opportunity to change bracket on how we scale our
business, allowing us to reach more researchers in the EMEA region faster and to enhance
the level of customer service – an intrinsic part of our DNA.”

Wolfgang Hempell and Alexander Serre are convinced that the collaboration will facilitate
research in key areas – in particular drug development, stem cells, cancerous cells and
degenerative diseases. By working closely together they hope to overcome technological
boundaries with an ultimate goal to fight diseases, save lives and improve human health.
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For more information, please visit www.olympus-lifescience.com/landing/fluidfm-bot.

* The partnership is limited to the EMEA region.

Notes for editors:

About Olympus
With its European headquarters in Hamburg, Olympus is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of
professional opto-digital products for medicine, life science and industry. As a result, Olympus provides
a comprehensive range of solutions for all market requirements. From microscopes for training and
routine tasks to high-end systems in the field of life science, there is a system for every need.
www.olympus-lifescience.com

About Cytosurge AG
Founded in 2009, Cytosurge AG develops, manufactures and distributes – based on its patented
FluidFM® technology – state-of-the-art nanotechnology solutions, such as the FluidFM BOT for single
cell research, FluidFM ADD-ONs for selected Atomic Force Microscopes (AFMs) and the FluidFM
μ3Dprinter for 3D metal printing at the micrometer scale. The unique hollow FluidFM probes have
apertures as small as 300 nm, enabling sub-picoliters of liquids to be delivered or extracted giving rise
to more than 12 distinctive applications such as single cell adhesion measurements, colloidal
spectroscopy and metal 3D printing.

The FluidFM BOT is a versatile, highly automated stand-alone system for cell research: Proteins,
CRISPR-Cas complexes, RNAs or plasmids can be injected directly into the nucleus or cytoplasm of
adherent cells in a non-destructive and measurable manner. Combining nano-injection, single cell
isolation, nano-extraction and nano-printing enables the design of new research approaches such as
re-inventing cell line development and building neural networks. www.cytosurge.com
FluidFM – GO BEYOND.

Contact – Product enquiries
Olympus Europa SE & Co. KG
Jan Barghaan – Strategic Marketing Life Science
t: +49 (0) 40 23773 5681
e: scientificsolutions@olympus-europa.com
w: www.olympus-lifescience.com
Twitter: @OlympusLifeSci
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Cytosurge AG
Alexander Serre – VP Cell + Bioscience BU
t: +41 43 544 87 10
e: info@cytosurge.com
w: www.cytosurge.com
Twitter: @cytosurge

Contact – Media enquiries
Alto Marketing Limited
Victoria Coupe – Senior Account Manager
t: +44 (0)1489 557672
e: victoriac@alto-marketing.com
w: www.alto-marketing.com
Twitter: @AltoMarketing
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